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A Message from Executive Director, Jill Lynch-Sosa

"I pray that His Divine Goodness may accompany you, be your
consolation along the way, your shade against the heat of the sun,

your shelter in rain and cold."

– St. Vincent de Paul
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Greetings!

Happy May Day! As we welcome a new month
filled with the promise of spring, the familiar
phrase “April showers bring May flowers” takes on
special meaning here at the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul Omaha. It reminds us that progress
doesn’t happen overnight. The quiet, behind-the-
scenes work, the perseverance through
challenges, and the compassion shown day after
day across our community all lead to something
beautiful – hope, stability, and brighter tomorrows
for our neighbors in need.

This sentiment feels especially true when I reflect
on the dedication of our SSVP Omaha volunteers and donors – many of whom are
reading this message! Much of this service goes unseen by the broader
community, yet its impact is profound. Every hour given, every dollar shared, and
every act of kindness extended helps transform lives. You are the steady rain that
nourishes the seeds of change.

Like the gentle rains of April that prepare the soil for new growth, your sustained
support and generosity often works quietly and without fanfare, yet it is essential. It
shows up in the early mornings as pantry shelves are stocked and neighbors come
seeking food. It is present in the patient conversations during Vincentian home
visits, which not only provide assistance but also restore dignity to those who may
feel forgotten. This care is further present at our Holy Family Center, where
neighbors experiencing homelessness receive sack lunches, clothing, and basic
hygiene supplies – simple but deeply meaningful provisions that affirm dignity and
belonging.

Not long ago, an elderly neighbor and U.S. Navy veteran named Samuel, came to
our Food Pantry for the first time, unsure of what to expect but in need of support.
Because of compassionate volunteers and generous donors like you, Samuel left
not only with groceries, but with renewed hope and the reassurance that he is not
alone.

Stories like Samuel’s remind us that even the smallest acts of love can bear great
fruit. They are living examples of faith in action – a community coming together in
compassion, dignity, and care for one another. In moments of uncertainty, this
shared commitment becomes a powerful witness to hope. What may begin as a
single act of assistance can become a turning point in someone’s life, opening a
path toward stability and renewal. In this way, you help live out the call to see
Christ in one another, especially in those who are struggling and in need.

As we step into May, I also invite you to be part of an especially meaningful
opportunity to grow that impact even further. Please mark your calendar for this
coming Wednesday, May 6, 2026 – the 3rd Annual Nebraska Catholic Day of
Giving.

Thanks to generous pledges from other caring friends of the Society, every gift
made to SSVP Omaha on May 6th will be matched, dollar-for-dollar, doubling
your donation and amplifying your impact. Your generosity that day will go



twice as far in providing food, clothing, safe housing, and hope to people like
Samuel, as well as to the many neighbors we serve each and every day through
our food pantry, Holy Family Center, and assistance programs that help prevent
evictions and utility shutoffs. With your support, we believe the 24 hours of
Wednesday, May 6th, could very well become the single largest day of giving in
our organization’s history – allowing the Society to serve more individuals and
families who are looking for support and stability.

I encourage you to prayerfully consider participating in this important giving day.
Whether through a financial gift, sharing our mission with others, or keeping those
we serve in your prayers, every action helps strengthen the roots of our
community.

As we look ahead to the weeks of spring unfolding before us, may we remember
that the beauty of May is only possible because of the steady, faithful rains that
came before it. In the same way, your compassion – offered consistently,
generously, and often quietly – allows hope to grow, lives to change, and our
mission to flourish. Together, we continue to plant seeds of hope in one another’s
lives, trusting that God brings the growth in ways both seen and unseen.

Thank you for being the rain that helps our community bloom.

With gratitude,

Jill Lynch-Sosa 
Executive Director

P.S. We warmly invite you to join us for our 17th Annual Strawberry Brunch –
our only fundraiser of the year – at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 13, 2026.
We’ll gather at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in the Sam Osborn Parish
Center (18602 West Maple Road, Elkhorn) for a joyful morning of delicious
food, mimosas and Bloody Marys, and meaningful fellowship – all in support
of families who rely on the SSVP Food Pantry. To help us plan well and
ensure a wonderful experience for all, we kindly ask that you register to
attend by Friday, May 15. Your presence truly makes a difference, and we
would be grateful to have you with us. Additional details are included in the
next article in this newsletter – we hope you’ll reserve your spot (or table)
today!

REGISTER TO ATTEND THE 2026 STRAWBERRY
BRUNCH!



Make plans to attend the 17th Annual Strawberry Brunch – the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul Omaha’s signature fundraising event – on Saturday, June
13, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.

Join us at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in the
Sam Osborn Parish Center (18602 West
Maple Road, Elkhorn) for a welcoming
morning filled with delicious fare, mimosas
and Bloody Marys, and the opportunity to
connect with others who care deeply about
serving our neighbors.

﻿All funds raised from the Strawberry
Brunch go directly to support the SSVP
Omaha's Food Pantry, which provides groceries and fresh food to more than
26,000 families each year. Your support helps bring both nourishment and hope to
those who need it most.﻿

Tickets are available for $75 per person or $150 per couple. Planning to come with
a group? Reserved tables for eight or ten guests include one complimentary seat –
an ideal way to share the experience with friends, family, or colleagues while
supporting a great cause.

Please note: Registration closes May 15th, and payment is due by May 31st.

Sponsorship opportunities are also available
for businesses and organizations looking to
make a difference while connecting with an
audience of all who attend.

Reserve your seat today by visiting the SSVP
Omaha website, found HERE. Registration is
online, although Rebecca at the District Office
(402-779-8499, ext. 109 or
rebecca.darga@ssvpomaha.org) will be

happy to assist, if needed.
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We hope you’ll join us for a morning of community, generosity,
and purpose – making a lasting difference for hungry families

throughout Omaha.

Below are a couple of really important additional notes
regarding the Strawberry Brunch:

Will You Consider Donating
Items for the Silent Auction?

﻿Our silent auction is a vital part of the
Strawberry Brunch, helping us raise
critical funds for families facing food
insecurity. We’re currently seeking
appealing donated items to spark
excitement and encourage generous
bidding – your contribution can directly
expand the impact of this event.

﻿Every donation helps put food on the
table for neighbors in need. To
contribute an item, please contact 2026
Brunch Chair Stacie Osborn at 402-
707-4210 or at
stacieosborn@outlook.com.

We are excited to announce
that our $1,000 raffle is

officially available!

Even if you are not attending you can
purchase a raffle ticket with the chance
to win $500 for the grand prize, $300
for 2nd, or $200 for for 3rd.

Tickets are 1 for $10, 3 for $25, or 7 for
$50. You can purchase raffle tickets
HERE.

NEBRASKA CATHOLIC DAY OF GIVING - THIS COMING
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6TH!

Please mark your calendar for this coming Wednesday, May 6th for the 3rd
Annual Nebraska Catholic Day of Giving – a deeply meaningful day for the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Omaha and the neighbors we are privileged to
serve. This is more than a date on the calendar; it is a shared opportunity to
respond with compassion to families in our community who are facing hardship,
uncertainty, and the daily struggle of trying to keep up with basic needs.

Thanks to extraordinary matching pledges from generous friends and
donors, every gift made that day will be doubled, dollar-for-dollar! That
means your generosity will go twice as far in providing food and clothing for the
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homeless and rent assistance, utility support, and hope to those who need it most.
A single act of giving becomes two acts of mercy in the lives of our neighbors.

In many cases, these gifts arrive at exactly the right moment – when a parent is
trying to keep the lights on, when a family is working hard to avoid eviction, or
when someone simply needs a bridge of support to get through a difficult,
unplanned financial crisis. Your compassion helps make those moments of stability
and dignity possible.

Early giving is now open, and your gift will still qualify for matching pledges -
meaning it will be matched - and doubled! Simply click HERE to make your
Nebraska Catholic Day of Giving contribution today – or anytime before 11:59 p.m.
on Wednesday, May 6th.

Again, ALL donations made to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Omaha for
the Nebraska Catholic Day of Giving will be matched – and doubled!

We are prayerfully hopeful that, together, we can make May 6th the most impactful
day of giving in our organization’s history. It is our shared belief that when a
community comes together in faith and generosity, real change happens – not just
in statistics, but in real lives, homes, and futures.

We warmly invite you to consider how you might participate, keep this intention in
your prayers, and share in this mission of care. Thank you for continuing to stand
with your neighbors in love, solidarity, and compassion. Please consider making
your Nebraska Catholic Day of Giving contribution HERE.

SSVP MIDWEST REGIONAL MEETING FOLLOW-UP 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Omaha was
honored to host the SSVP Midwest Regional Meeting
on April 24-25, welcoming Vincentians from across
Nebraska and six neighboring states for a weekend of
renewal, connection, and shared purpose in our One
Society. The gathering was further enriched by the
presence of numerous National Council staff and
board members, as well as the National CEO,
Michael Acaldo, whose participation brought added
insight and encouragement to the weekend.

We recognize that attending a gathering like this is a
meaningful sacrifice of time away from families, work,
and daily responsibilities. Yet it is through this commitment that we more fully live
out our Vincentian mission – not only to serve our neighbors in need, but also to
grow in friendship and deepen our spirituality together.

Throughout the gathering, two themes emerged again and again: friendship and
spirituality. Whether in structured sessions or informal conversations, time spent
together underscored the profound value of simply being present with one another.
Participants spoke often of the camaraderie they experienced and the importance
of face-to-face connection – something both rare and deeply meaningful amid the
demands of daily life. Just as importantly, the weekend created space for personal
spiritual renewal, offering an opportunity to deepen one’s relationship with God and
reflect more intentionally on our Vincentian call to serve.
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A strong sense of energy and
encouragement carried through
the entire weekend. Many
participants left feeling inspired
and refreshed, strengthened by
the solidarity of being part of
something greater than their
own Conference or Council.
These moments of connection
served as a powerful reminder

that our vocation to serve neighbors in need is not lived out in isolation, but in
community.

At the same time, the meeting fostered honest
and thoughtful dialogue around shared
challenges facing SSVP organizations. In
particular, conversations about engaging and
recruiting younger Vincentians stood out, as
Councils across the region seek to ensure the
vitality and future of the Society for generations
to come.

As participants return to their local Conferences
and Councils, there is great confidence that the
spirit of the weekend will continue to bear fruit –
strengthening friendships, deepening spirituality,
and inspiring new ways to serve neighbors in
need with compassion and commitment.

We extend our sincere gratitude to all who attended and
contributed to the spirit of this gathering.

OUR HOMELESS MINISTRIES URGENTLY NEED DONATIONS

As spring arrives, the need on our streets has not eased – in many ways, it has
grown more urgent. Right now, at the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Omaha, our
Homeless Ministries are facing shortages of essential items that our neighbors rely
on every single day.

Based out of our Holy Family Center (1715 Izard Street), these ministries serve
men and women who are living without stable shelter through our "Closet Door"
(clothing and personal care distribution), our Sack Lunch Program, and our
Homeless Outreach efforts, including our Community Room – a place of rest for
those who have nowhere else to go. These are not occasional services; they are
lifelines. And today, those lifelines are strained.



We urgently need your help to meet the following critical needs:

Closet Door (for men & women, unless noted differently)
Men’s jeans (sizes 30–36 waist – currently completely out of stock)
Sweatpants/Joggers (all sizes)
Leggings (for women)
Spring jackets, Hoodies, Sweatshirts
Large boxer briefs (for men)
Shorts
Shoes, Boots, Flip Flops
Blankets (twin or full size preferred)
Backpacks

Sack Lunch Program
Salty snacks (chips, pretzels, etc.)
Sweets (pre-packaged or homemade cookies, brownies, bars etc.)

Community Room
Instant coffee, tea, or cocoa
Sweet snacks (of any sort)

Every item you contribute addresses a real, immediate need. A blanket offered
today may be used tonight. A pair of jeans may replace clothing that is worn
through. And the snacks you provide offer a quick source of comfort and energy for
someone navigating a long, uncertain day.

If you have been considering a donation, now is the time. Your response in
this moment matters.

Donations can be dropped off at the Holy Family Center, 1715 Izard Street,
Monday through Friday, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.



With deep gratitude – and on behalf of those who depend on this support to get
through each day – thank you for responding with compassion when it is needed
most.

SSVP OMAHA THRIFT STORES

Have any donations after Spring Cleaning? Donate to our St. Vincent de Paul
Omaha Thrift Stores, where you know your donation will make a difference!

Not only do your gifts to SSVP Omaha help fund our life-saving services to our
neighbors in need, but your donations can also go directly to people in need in
your community. Our Thrift Stores provide clothing to our Closet Door homeless
ministry, furniture to neighbors recovering from financial crises, and other
donations to our partners serving our Omaha area neighbors.

When you make your donation, please ensure that your item is in good condition
and is something you would give to a loved one.

Thank you for donating to our SSVP Omaha thrift Stores!

Thrift Stores and So Much More!

SSVP OMAHA THRIFT STORE LOCATIONS:

12301 West Center Road
Mon-Sat, 10 AM-8 PM
Sun, 12 PM-5 PM
(402) 933-8242
Donation Hours: Mon-Sat,

2101 Leavenworth Street
Mon-Sat, 9:30 AM-5:30 PM
(402) 341-1689



10 AM-4 PM, Sun 12 PM-4 PM

807 Tara Plaza
Mon-Sat, 9 AM-6 PM
(402) 593-4055
Donation Hours: Mon-Sat, 10 AM-
4:30 PM

Donation Hours: Mon-Fri, 9:30 AM -3
PM

Want more information on the Society's Thrift Stores? Just click HERE!

STUFF THE TRUCK FOOD DRIVE - THURSDAY, JUNE 4TH

We’re excited to announce that Stuff
the Truck will return on Thursday,
June 4th, and we invite you to take
part in this important community food
drive.

Hosted by WOWT/FIRST ALERT 6
News and Methodist, Stuff the Truck
benefits the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul Omaha, with all donations
going directly to our Food Pantry.
This event brings the Omaha
community together to help ensure
local families have access to
essential, shelf-stable food when
they need it most.

On June 4th, you can donate non-perishable food items at either of the following
locations:

• Methodist Physicians Clinic: 8901 Dodge Street (6:00 AM – 6:00 PM)
• Methodist Women’s Hospital: 707 North 190th Street (6:00 AM – 6:00 PM)

Items such as canned goods, pasta, rice, cereal, peanut butter, and other pantry
staples are especially appreciated. Every donation helps stock our shelves and
support neighbors facing food insecurity in our community.

We are grateful for the individuals, families, volunteers, and partners who make
Stuff the Truck possible. Your generosity ensures local families are met with care
and dignity.

Please mark your calendar for June 4th, share with others, and consider donating.
Together, we can once again fill the truck – and help fill tables across our
community.

SSVP OMAHA RECEIVES COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AWARD

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Omaha was honored with a Community
Resilience Award from the Omaha Community Foundation during a recent
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community dinner bringing together neighbors impacted by the 2024 Arbor Day
tornado outbreak.

At the gathering, survivors shared
stories of loss, recovery, and hope –
making the recognition of SSVP
Omaha’s work especially meaningful. In
the wake of the storms, the Society’s
Disaster Case Management Program
representatives served and journeyed
with individuals and families, as they’ve
been rebuilding their lives.

Rooted in its mission to serve Christ in
those in need, the Society’s Disaster
Case Management Program offers both
immediate assistance – such as food,

clothing, financial aid, and household essentials – and long-term, personalized
support. As a member of the Tri-County Long Term Recovery Group, SSVP
Omaha has helped coordinate care for communities across Douglas, Sarpy, and
Washington Counties. Our Certified Disaster Case Managers have supported and
accompanied survivors throughout the recovery process – often for more than a
year – guiding them through complex challenges and helping them regain stability.

This recognition reflects the Society’s faithful commitment to being the hands and
feet of Christ – bringing compassion, dignity, and healing to neighbors as they
continue on the long road to recovery and renewed hope.

CLICK HERE TO MAKE YOUR DONATION TODAY

Society of St. Vincent de Paul - Omaha
1715 Izard St. Omaha, NE 68102

402-779-8499
Helpline: ssvpomaha.org/get-help or 402-779-8499 ext. 107

info@svdpomaha.com
www.ssvpomaha.org

www.holyfamilyomaha.org

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Follow us on social media to keep up-to-date with the latest
SSVP Omaha stories, news, and events!
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Please contact SSVP Development Director, Tim Sully, to
discuss a variety of charitable donation options,

including monthly giving, donating stocks or mutual funds, the
IRA Charitable Rollover, as well as planned giving/estate

planning possibilities at tim.sully@ssvpomaha.org.
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