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A Message from Executive Director, Jill Lynch-Sosa

"And the angel said unto them, 'Fear not: for, behold, | bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.”

- Luke 2:10

Greetings!

As we enter this blessed Christmas season,
my heart is filled with deep gratitude for each
of you who walks with us in service to our
neighbors in need. December invites us to
reflect on the story at the center of our faith —
the humble birth of Jesus in a manger. He
arrived not in splendor, but in simplicity and
vulnerability. This sacred moment reminds us
that God chose to dwell among the poor and
lowly, affirming their dignity and calling us to
love, serve, and accompany them with
compassion.

That call is alive in the work you make possible
every day through the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul Omaha.

Because of your volunteer spirit, friendship,
and generosity, we are able to support families
striving to make ends meet. Through our food




pantry, neighbors receive a full range of groceries — including higher-cost
items like milk and meat — at a time when rising prices make it harder than
ever to put meals on the table. Our thrift stores and winter coat giveaways
help parents keep their children warm during the cold Nebraska months. And
through the dedication of our Vincentians and District Office, families receive
not only financial assistance to prevent eviction and utility shut-offs, but also
compassion, encouragement, and the comforting reminder that no one
should face hardship alone.

Your support also touches the lives of our unhoused and unsheltered
neighbors — men and women who face the harshness of winter without the
safety of a home. Through our outreach programs, they receive meals, warm
clothing, blankets, hygiene items, and a caring human connection. Every
coat, every pair of socks, every shared meal is a reminder that they are seen
and not forgotten. This is the heart of our mission: to see Christ in those who
suffer and respond with love.

As Christmas draws near, | am reminded that the Holy Family knew the
realities of uncertainty and displacement. Mary and Joseph searched for a
safe place to stay, and Jesus entered the world without a home of His own. In
the faces of those we serve, we often see that same longing for safety,
warmth, and hope. And in your generosity, | see the spirit of the innkeeper
who chooses to make room — who opens the door even when resources feel
stretched.

Thank you for your prayers, your gifts, and your steadfast belief in our
mission. You are part of every moment in which a neighbor feels hope
restored. As we prepare to welcome the Christ Child once again, may His
peace fill your hearts and homes, and may His light guide us in the work
ahead.

On behalf of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Omaha, | wish you and your
loved ones a blessed Christmas and a joyful New Year.

With gratitude and Christmas blessings,
I\/ f\ }k{”/E'C .{‘E‘F\L

Jill Lynch-Sosa
Executive Director

YOUR YEAR-END GIFT IS VITALLY IMPORTANT - AND

WILL BE MATCHED DOLLAR-FOR-DOLLAR!

At the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Omaha, we rely on the generosity of
friends like you more than ever during the Christmas season and year-end
giving. December is a critical time for nonprofits, as it’s when we receive
the majority of the gifts that sustain our mission. Your support ensures
we can continue caring for the most vulnerable members of our community
throughout the year.



If you've already made your tax-
deductible, year-end
contribution, thank you from the
bottom of our hearts! If you
haven't yet, we hope you'll
consider making your gift today.
All donations completed by
December 31, 2025, may be
deducted on your 2025 taxes,
and our thank-you letter will
reflect your gift as given in 2025.

As a special reminder, every gift you make this December will be
matched dollar-for-dollar — up to $135,000 — doubling the impact of your
generosity. These matching funds are generously pledged by friends of the
Society who, like you, believe in offering a compassionate “hand up” to
neighbors struggling to feed their families, keep their homes, and maintain
essential utilities.

We understand that many deserving organizations have reached out this
year, and we are humbled by your continued generosity. But the need in our
community continues to grow. If you've been blessed with stability — a safe
place to sleep and food on your table — please consider helping those facing
uncertainty tonight. Every donation makes a real and immediate difference for
our neighbors in need.

You can make your secure donation online at SSVPOmaha.org.

You can also contact SSVP Development Director, Tim Sully, to discuss a
variety of charitable donation options, including monthly giving, donating
stocks or mutual funds, the IRA Charitable Rollover, as well as planned
giving/estate planning possibilities at tim.sully@ssvpomaha.org.

From all of us at the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, thank you for your
compassion, your kindness, and your commitment to our Omaha community.
With your support, countless families will feel the warmth of hope and care
this holiday season and into the new year. We are deeply grateful for you,
and we are honored to have you by our side as we serve those who need us
most.

WOWTI/FIRST ALERT 6'S "STUFF THE TRUCK" FOOD

DRIVE - POSTPONED TO TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9TH

Due to the recent inclement weather,
WOWT/First Alert 6 has moved its
“Stuff the Truck” food drive to
Tuesday, December 9.

2™ WOWT Stuff the Truck
X Food Drive

This annual collection plays a vital
role in keeping the shelves stocked at

the Society of St. Vincent de Paul '
Omaha Food Pantry — ensuring that

local families have food on their
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tables this Christmas. We invite you to be part of this effort by donating non-
perishable food items at one of the two Omaha collection sites listed below.
Our most-needed items include cereal, pasta, rice, dry beans, canned fruit,
and canned vegetables. Every contribution — big or small — helps feed
neighbors right here in our community during the holidays.

Important: If you previously signed up to volunteer on the original date,
please note that you will need to re-register for the rescheduled event on
Tuesday, December 9th. If you haven't yet had the chance to volunteer, we
encourage you to consider lending a hand.

Volunteers from WOWT and Methodist, along with support from Two Men and
a Truck, will help keep the event running smoothly. SSVP Omaha volunteers
are especially needed to represent the Society, thank donors, and assist
throughout the day. Please consider joining us by signing up for a shift at one
of the following locations:

o Methodist Physicians Clinic: 8901 Dodge Street
o Methodist Women’s Hospital: 707 North 190th Street

Sign up to volunteer HERE!

Together, we can bring hope and nourishment to the families in our
community who need it most. Thank you for your generosity!

NEW VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Make a meaningful impact right here in our community! The Society of St.
Vincent de Paul Omabha is offering two new ways to get involved: become a
Donation Pick-Up Driver or serve as a Community Room Liaison.

b

Volunteer |
: Drivers J
Needed

\ o Volunteer Donation Pick-Up
| Drivers

The Society is seeking volunteer drivers
to pick up donated groceries from local
businesses and deliver them to our
SSVP Omaha food pantry.

This is a routine volunteer role — once

volunteers are identified, we will match
them with a business partner. Pick-ups are typically weekly and at the same
time of day. We are looking for consistent, weekly volunteers who are willing
to use their own vehicles to transport donations within the Omaha area. Your
time and effort help ensure that vital food items reach neighbors in need.

Interested in this Volunteer Donation Pick-Up Driver Position? Contact
the SSVP Omaha's District Office at 402-779-8499 to learn more or sign up!

Volunteer Community Room Liaisons
(coming soon)
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Early in the new year, the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul Omaha will open a new
Community Room at the Holy Family Center,
1715 lIzard Street. This welcoming space will
offer our unhoused and unsheltered neighbors
a safe indoor respite and access to essential
services.

We are in the process of shaping the role of
Volunteer Community Room Liaisons, who
will help ensure a supportive, respectful
environment for all who visit. While the final
responsibilities are still being defined, potential
tasks for these volunteers may include:

o Greeting and checking neighbors in and out

» Providing food, clothing, or personal care items

» Assisting with computer access or basic resource navigation

e Listening to and supporting our neighbors with empathy and
compassion

¢ Helping maintain the cleanliness and order of the room and restrooms

This position - for which we w is still under development, and more details will
be shared soon. Please stay tuned for future updates as we prepare to
launch this important service. If this volunteer position interests you, please
fill out a volunteer application on our website at ssvpomaha.org or email us
at volunteers@ssvpomaha.org.

This position is still under development, and more details will be shared soon.
Please stay tuned for future updates as we prepare to launch this important
service.

WOUND CARE KITS - A COMPLETE SUCCESS

We extend a heartfelt and enthusiastic
thank-you to everyone who volunteered to
assemble Wound Care Kits at the Douglas
County Health Center during the morning and
afternoon shifts on Friday, November 14, and
Friday, November 21. Your generosity of time
and spirit made a tremendous difference.

As background, the Douglas County Health
Department prepares these wound care kits
and distributes them to local human services
organizations, including the Society, to support
our unhoused and unsheltered neighbors served at the Holy Family Center.
Each kit included first aid items like bandages, gauze, and medicine, along
with a drawstring bag to hold their items in.

In our November Newsletter, we asked for volunteers to step forward and
assist with this important effort.

And our SSVP volunteers more than delivered!
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Jennifer Benitez, a
Community Health
Educator with the
Douglas County
Health Department
who helped coordinate
the event, expressed
her appreciation and
excitement for the
Society’s remarkable
turnout:

“This is the most amount of kits we have ever assembled with an
organization. You are so lucky to have such a great and speedy group of
people who are willing to help. In total, the four groups of volunteers put
together 1,215 wound care kits. They exceeded any expectations | had, and
I am thrilled to have so many kits to share with our community! Thank you
again for your willingness to collaborate with DCHD and assist us with our
program.”

The Society shares that gratitude wholeheartedly. We are profoundly thankful
for our dedicated volunteers — people who care deeply about our mission and
about the individuals experiencing homelessness whom we serve every day.

Your compassion brings hope and healing to our community, one kit at a time.

GIVING TUESDAY FOLLOW-UP

@ This past Tuesday, December 2nd, our

community came together for SHARE

Omaha’s Giving Tuesday — a national
& celebration of generosity that invites

caring neighbors to support the local

#G IVI N G nonprofits that serve them every day. For

the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
TU ES DAY402 Omabha, this year’s event became a truly
extraordinary moment of compassion
powered by SHARE Omaha
and hope.

We are humbled and grateful to share that this Giving Tuesday was the
most impactful in our history. Thanks to the kindness of generous donors,
we received $46,355 in direct gifts. This remarkable outpouring of support
brought us within a breath of meeting a $50,000 matching challenge offered
by a devoted friend of SSVP Omaha. And then something beautiful
happened: when one longtime donor, volunteer, and friend of the Society
learned we were just $3,645 short of unlocking the full match, they stepped
forward and closed the gap — ensuring every matching dollar would be
realized.

Because of this collective generosity, the matching donor will now contribute
the full $50,000, bringing our final Giving Tuesday total to an incredible
$100,000. This compassion-filled milestone will strengthen our mission and
help us continue walking alongside the individuals and families in our
community who are facing profound hardship.



To each person who gave — whether your gift was large or small — please
know how deeply grateful we are. Your kindness, your trust, and your belief
in our mission have created a real and lasting impact. You have made this the
most successful Giving Tuesday in St. Vincent de Paul Omaha’s history, and
your generosity will reach into countless lives in the months ahead.

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for standing with us and
for uplifting our neighbors in need.

CLOSET DOOR NEEDS COLD WEATHER CLOTHING

As frigid temperatures and fresh snowfall settle over Nebraska, our Holy
Family Ministries — especially the Closet Door Clothing Room — are seeing a
steady increase in visits from our homeless neighbors seeking winter
essentials. Unfortunately, our supplies of critical cold-weather items are
running low.

Our most urgent needs are:

e Men’s Boots - our #1 need

» Winter Coats for men and women (all sizes!)
e Men’s Stocking Caps

o Sweatpants, Hoodies, and Sweatshirts

o Backpacks

o Sleeping Bags

If you are able, please consider donating new or gently used items from this
list. Your generosity helps ensure that no one in our community is left to face
the bitter cold alone.



Donations may be dropped off at the SSVP Holy Family Center (1715 Izard
Street, Omaha, NE 68102) Monday through Friday, between 8:00 AM and
5:00 PM. You are also welcome to ship items directly to this address.

From all of us — and especially from those who will feel the warmth of your
kindness — thank you for helping us care for our neighbors during this harsh
winter season.

ANNUAL SSVP VINCENTIAN MASS & MEETING

Just a reminder to all SSVP Omabha Vincentians .... The Society of St. Vincent
de Paul Omaha will hold its annual year-end Mass and breakfast meeting for
Vincentians on Sunday, December 7th, at St. James Catholic Church. Mass
will begin at 7:30 a.m., followed by the breakfast meeting in St. James Parish
Center.

SAVE THE DATE!

ST.VINCENT DE PAUL
ANNUAL VINCENTIAN MAss & MEEETING

WHEN: Sunday, December 7th
Mass begins at 7:30am
Breakfast meeting following mass

WHERE: St. James Church
4710 N. goth St

ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS/IRISH CHARITIES OF
NEBRASKA DONATION

Just yesterday, the Ancient Order of
Hibernians/Irish Charities of Nebraska
blessed the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Omabha with a generous $3,000 donation.
This community-minded, deeply
compassionate group has long stood
beside our mission, showing particular
care for helping us keep our food pantry
stocked for neighbors facing hardship.
Their latest gift comes at a crucial
moment. We are seeing record numbers of families turning to us for help,
making the need to replenish our pantry shelves more urgent than ever.

We are profoundly grateful to the Hibernians for their unwavering support and
friendship. A heartfelt thank-you to Mike Addy and Billy Schmitt — pictured left



and right as they present their donation check to our Development Director,
Tim Sully — whose steadfast generosity helps us bring hope and nourishment
to neighbors in need. Their kindness truly makes a meaningful difference.

SSVP THRIFT STORES DECEMBER SALE

50% OFF AT ALL SSVP OMAHA
THRIFT STORES!

Join us on the last Saturday of the
month, December 27th, where you
can get 50% off your entire order by
shopping at SSVP Omabha! *

We have lots of beautiful items
waiting to find their new homes! Find
your favorite at our SSVP Omaha
thrift stores on Saturday, December
27th!

*Mattresses not included in sale*

SSVP OMAHA THRIFT STORE LOCATIONS:

12301 West Center Road 2101 Leavenworth Street

Mon-Sat, 10 AM-8 PM Mon-Sat, 9:30 AM-5:30 PM

Sun, 12 PM-5 PM (402) 341-1689

(402) 933-8242 Donation Hours: Mon-Fri, 9:30 AM-3

Donation Hours: Mon-Sat, 10 AM-4 PM
PM, Sun 12 PM-4 PM

5505 N. 90th Street 807 Tara Plaza

Mon-Fri, 10 AM-6 PM Mon-Sat, 9 AM-6 PM

Sat, 10 AM-4 PM (402) 593-4055

(402) 502-7837 Donation Hours: Mon-Sat, 10 AM-
This store is currently not accepting 4:30 PM

donations.

Want more information on the Society's Thrift Stores? Just click HERE!

CLICK HERE TO MAKE YOUR DONATION

TODAY!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul - Omaha
1715 lzard St. Omaha, NE 68102
402-779-8499
Helpline: ssvpomaha.org/get-help or 402-779-8499 ext. 107
info@svdpomaha.com
www.ssvpomaha.org


https://www.ssvpomaha.org/thrift-stores.html
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=E348071&id=1
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=E348071&id=1
http://helpline@svdpomaha.com/
http://ssvpomaha.org/get-help
mailto:info@svdpomaha.com
https://www.ssvpomaha.org/

www.holyfamilyomaha.org

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Follow us on social media to keep up-to-date with the latest
SSVP Omaha stories, news, and events!
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Please contact SSVP Development Director, Tim Sully, to
discuss a variety of charitable donation options,
including monthly giving, donating stocks or mutual funds, the
IRA Charitable Rollover, as well as planned giving/estate
planning possibilities at tim.sully@ssvpomaha.org.

Society of St Vincent de Paul Omaha | 1715 Izard St | Omaha, NE 68102 US
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